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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In compliance with the provisions of Rules 1.97(b) (3) and 
1.98, enclosed herewith is an Office Action of a parallel 
European application, Form PTO-1449 and the references cited 
thereon. EP 1 479 653 is cited in the European Office Action 
and U.S. patent publication 2004/0235640 is the corresponding 
U.S. application. They constitute the art known to the 
Applicants and are believed to be distinguishable from the 
claimed invention. Accordingly, further comment at this point 
in time should not be necessary. 

Respectfully submitted, 



TFC/smd 




Terryence F. Chapman 










FLYNN, THIEL, 


BOUTELL 


Dale H. Thiel 


Reg. 


No. 


24 


323 


& TANIS, P 


.C. 


David G. Boutell 


Reg. 


No. 


25 


072 


2026 Rambling 


Road 


Terryence F. Chapman 


Reg. 


No. 


32 


549 


Kalamazoo, MI 


49008-1631 


Mark L. Maki 


Reg. 


No. 


36 


589 


Phone: (269) 


381-1156 


Liane L. Churney 


Reg. 


No. 


40 


694 


Fax: (269) 


381-5465 


Brian R. Tumm 


Reg. 


No. 


36 


328 






Steven R. Thiel 


Reg. 


No. 


53 


685 






Donald J. Wallace 


Reg. 


No. 


43 


977 






Sidney B. Williams, Jr. 


Reg. 


No. 


24 


949 



Encl : Form PTO-1449 and one copy of each listed reference 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class 
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Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on May 23, 2007 . 
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